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Rosalyn W. Berne, PhD serves as Director for the Center of Engineering Ethics 
and Society (CEES) for the National Academy of Engineering.  She also holds the 
post of Associate Professor in the University of Virginia's School of Engineering 
and Applied Sciences, Program of Science, Technology and Society (STS) within 
the Department of Engineering and Society. There she teaches a graduate 
seminar in the Responsible Conduct of Research. She holds advanced degrees in 
Communication Studies and in  Bioethics. As a scholar R. Berne explores the 
intersecting realms of emerging technologies, science, fiction and myth, and the 
links between the human and non-human worlds. Her academic research and 
writing consider ethics in emerging technologies, with two academic books, 
numerous conference papers and journal articles published under her name. She has also written science fiction, and 
published books in the body-mind-spirit genre about her encounters with horses. She has taught courses in 
Nanotechnology Ethics and Policy; Ethics in the New Reproductive Technologies; Religion and Technology; STS & 
Engineering Practice; The Engineer, Ethics, and Professional Responsibility; STS and the Frankenstein Myth, and is 
offering a new course on "Social and Ethical Implications of the Engineering Grand Challenges." As the Director at 
NAE’s CEES, she is working on various projects related to engineering education and professional practices. 

To date, well over 900,000 people in the USA have been born as a result of the engineered technology that is 
IVF (In vitro fertilization).  Indeed; reproductive technologies have become essential in enabling many couples to 
conceive. And yet, the development and use of these technologies introduces into the process of being conceived 
and born, multiple nodes of ethical concern. The biomedical engineering that enables the creation of reproductive 
technologies is a relational materiality, achieving its significance in the relationships of both human and non-human 
“actants” within a socio-technical network. In this seminar we will consider the ethics of reproductive technologies 
through the lens of Actor Network Theory, with particular focus on IVF. 
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